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When I was a principal I always had the honor of selecting our 
student for the Principal’s Award.  That award went to an 
outstanding middle school student.  A student who excelled 
academically, performed well in many other areas and one who 
exhibited strong character.  The kind of character people talk about 
when they say, character is what you do and how you act even when 
no one else is looking; it’s who you are.  It was never too difficult to 
find a child who exhibited those qualities and characteristics, but one 
particular year, a young man stood far above the others and so during 
the announcement of his honor, I read from The Book of Virtues a 
“Want Ad” from the early part of the 20th century.  The ad was written 
by Frank Crane. 
 
Although this want ad was for a young man, a boy, the characteristics 
are that which make for a good man.   
 
So, allow me to take the liberty of adapting that ad to my comments 
today: 
 
Man Wanted 
A man who stands straight, sits straight, acts straight and talks 
straight. 
A man who listens carefully when he is spoken to, who asks 
questions when he does not understand, and does not ask questions 
about things that are not his business; 
A man who looks cheerful, has a ready smile for everybody, and 
never sulks; 
A man who is polite to every man and respectful to every woman 
and girl; 
A man who, when he does not know a thing says, “I don’t know,” and 
when he has made a mistake says, “I am sorry,” and when he is 
asked to do a thing says ”I’ll try”; 
A man who looks you in the eye and tells the truth every time; 
A man who is eager to read good books; 
A man who would rather put his spare time at the YMCA 
gymnasium than gamble for pennies in a back room; 
A man who does not want to be ”smart” or in any way wise to 
attract attention; 
A man who would rather lose his job or be expelled from school than 
tell a lie or be a cad; 



SUPERINTENDENT	OF	THE	YEAR	PROGRAM	SPONSORED	BY	CLASSWORKS	

A man whom other boys respect; 
A man who is at ease in the company of women; 
A man who is not sorry for himself, and not forever thinking and 
talking about himself; 
A man who makes you feel good when he is around; 
 
This man is wanted everywhere. The family wants him, the school 
wants him, the office wants him, the men want him, the women 
want him, all creation wants him. 
 
Western Line and the great state of Mississippi are blessed to have 
that man, Mr. Larry Green…a man I admire and respect.  A man I am 
proud to call my friend.   
 
Remember the words of Solomon… 
 
That men may know wisdom and instruction, 
understand words of insight, receive instruction in wise dealing, 
righteousness, justice, and equity; that prudence may be given to the 
simple, knowledge and discretion to the youth -- 
The wise man also may hear and increase in learning, 
and the man of understanding acquire skill, to understand a proverb 
and a figure,the words of the wise and their riddles.  
(Proverbs 1:2-6 RSV) 
 
 
Congratulations again on being selected our 2016 Superintendent of 
the Year.  May God bless you always! 
 
With respect and admiration, 
 
Lisa 
 
Dr. Lisa Karmacharya 
Executive Director, MASA 
 
	


